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Curriculum Vita 

 

Positions: 
July 2015 Professor of Literacy Studies  

University of Nevada, Reno 

August 2012-July 2019 



Publications 

 

Books: 

Pennington, J.L. & Salas, R.G. (2017). A Tutoring Primer: Reading with K-6 Struggling Readers, 
English Learners, and Families. San Diego, CA: Cognella.  

Hughes, S.A. & Pennington, J.L. (2016). Autoethnography: Process, Product, and Possibility for 
Critical Social Research. Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

Obenchain, K.M. & Pennington, J.L. (2015). Educating Young Citizens: Teaching Critical Democratic 
Literacy in the Elementary Classroom. New York: Routledge. 

Pennington, J. L. (2004). The colonization of literacy education: A story of reading in one elementary 
school. New York: Peter Lang.  [Finalist National Reading Conference Ed Fry Book Award 
2006] 

Journal Articles: 

*Denotes work with student(s) 

Pennington, J.L., Brock, C.H. & Salas, R.G. (in press). Repositioning white monolingual English 
speaking teachers’ conceptions of language: Counterstories and embodied learning. Urban 
Education.  

McVee, M., Brock, C., Pennington, J. L. (2018). Repositioning Resistance: Studying the in In-service 
and Pre-service Teachers We Don’t Reach and Teach in Our Literacy and Diversity Courses. 
Pedagogies: An International Journal. doi.org/10.1080/1554480X.2018.1537187

Marx, S., Pennington, J.L. & Chang, H. (2017). Critical autoethnography in pursuit of educational 
equity: Introduction to the IJME special issue. (Guest Editor Introduction) International Journal 
of Multicultural Education. 19 (1), 1-6. 

Obenchain, K.M. & Pennington, J.L. (2017).  Cultivating civic life through studying current events. 
Social Studies and the Young Learner



Oikonomidoy, E. M., Brock, C.H., Obenchain, K.M., & Pennington, J.L. (2013). Demos as an 





Brock, C.H., Case, R., Pennington, J.L., Li, G., & Salas, R.G. (2008). Using a multimodal theoretical 
lens to explore studies pertaining to English learners in the visual and communicative arts.  In J. 
Flood, S. Brice-Heath, & D. Lapp (Eds.), The handbook of research on teaching literacy through 
the communicative and visual arts (pp. 51-64). New York: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

Pennington, J. L. (2003). Teaching interrupted: High stakes testing in an inner-city elementary school. In 
F.B. Boyd, C.H. Brock, & M.S. Rozendal (Eds.), Multicultural and multilingual literacy and 
language practices: Constructing contexts for empowerment (pp. 241-261). New York: Guilford. 

Invited Book Reviews 

 ID Number: 17910 

Pennington, J.L. & Salas, R. (2015). Review of Transformational Literacy: Making the Common Core 
Shift with Work that Matters. Teachers College Record, Date Published: March 29, 2015 
http://www.tcrecord.org.unr.idm.oclc.org

Invited Research Presentations: 

Brock, C.H. & Pennington, J.L. (2008). Meet the Researchers poster session. Literacy and Critical Race 
Theory in teacher education. Paper presented at the International Reading Association. Atlanta, 
Georgia.  

International Refereed Research Presentations: 

Pennington, J.L., Obenchain, K.M., Oikonomidoy, E. (2013). Envisioning Teams of Resistance: A 
Synergistic Discourse to the (S.T.E.M.)atization of Teacher Education. Paper presented at the 
Twentieth International Conference on Learning. Rhodes, Greece. 

Pennington, J.L., Obenchain, K., Brock, C.H. (2009). Critical literacy as a tool for exploring social 
justice with future teachers. Paper presented at the IAIE Intercultural Education Conference. 
Athens, Greece.  

Oikonomidoy, E. Brock, C.H., Obenchain, K., Pennington, J.L. (2009). Creating ‘demos’ in pre-service 
teacher education through the visualization of an integrated multicultural framework centered on 
global social-justice.  Paper presented at the IAIE Intercultural Education Conference. Athens, 
Greece.  

Obenchain, K., Pennington, J.L. Brock, C.H., (2009). Making social justice principles explicit in the 
teacher education classroom. Paper presented at the IAIE Intercultural Education Conference. 
Athens, Greece.  

Pennington, J.L. (2005). Assumptions of similitude: Teacher educators disrupting academic rhetoric in 
the development of teacher dispositions. Paper presented at the Twelfth International Conference 
on Learning. Granada, Spain. 

National Refereed Research Presentations: 

Pennington, J.L. & Hughes, S. A. (2018).  Autoethnography: The Necessity of Bringing the Self into 
Public Education. Professional Development Mini-Course presented at the American Educational 
Research Association Conference. New York, New York. 

Obenchain, K., Pennington, J. L., Carter, H., (2018). Moving Beyond Civic Rituals:  Elementary 
Students’ Understanding of Civic Life in the 2016 Election. College & University Faculty 
Assembly. Chicago, IL. * 

Bedford, M., Carter, H., Pennington, J.L., Obenchain K.M. & Magee, M. (2017). Literacy and Social 
Studies Integration: Using Students’ Understandings of Civil Disobedience. Research presented 
at the Literacy Research Association conference. Tampa, Florida.* 



Obenchain, K.M. & Pennington, J.L. (2017). 



Hughes, S. A. & Pennington, J.L. (2012). 







teaching endeavor among the Northwestern Regional Professional Development Program, the Latino 
Research Center, the Department of Educational Specialties in the College of Education and Extended 
Studies at the University of Nevada, Reno. 

Instructional Enhancement Grant 

(2004-2005) $ 1880.08 

University of Nevada, Reno  

Leveled Readers for Undergraduate Literacy Methods Courses 

Primary recipient for competitive internal university grant for course material funding. 

TEACHING 
Teaching Experience at the University Level: 

Ongoing Courses in the Department & College 

Graduate Seminar in Literacy (Special topics course: critical literacy, race, and research methodology) 

Graduate Advanced Qualitative Methods Course 

Graduate Research in Literacy: Critical Literacy; Critical Civic Literacy 

General Master’s Introductory Seminar  

Masters Foundations of Literacy Course  

Undergraduate Language Arts (Introductory level & clinic reading methods course with practicum) 

Specialty Courses for Particular Programs 

Education for a Changing World: Cultural Immersion  

July 2014  

Co-instructor (with Eleni Oikonomidoy, Ph.D.) for a course designed for the University Studies Abroad 
Consortium  

Visiting Professor Alicante, Spain    

Online Master’s Degree in Literacy Studies 

Completely online master’s degree that incorporates the traditional literacy offerings with co-taught 
courses including: Literacy for Developing Civic Literacy and Research in Literacy Education: Critical 
Literacy. 

Teaching American History Project 

September 2010-May 2011 

Elementary American History Cohorts: Teaching with American Biography 

Professional development modules for in-service teachers in Washoe County Schools. Taught with 
Kathryn Obenchain, Ph.D. (social studies scholar) and Scott Casper, Ph.D. (history scholar). 
Modules and book clubs were designed to assist teachers in understanding how to integrate history, 
social studies, and critical literacy instruction and assessment using state standards and reflective 
practice.  

Northern Nevada Teaching American History through Literacy 

2008-2009  



Professional development modules for in-service teachers in Washoe County Schools, “Putting History 
Back into the Future: Teaching History through Literacy to the Young Citizens of Nevada,” taught with 
Kathryn Obenchain (social studies scholar). Modules were designed to assist teachers in understanding 
how to integrate social studies, literacy instruction and assessment using state standards.  

Multi-Literacy Teacher Institute Project 

2005-2006 

Collaborative effort with colleagues Cynthia Brock, Ph. D. (literacy studies) and Elavie Ndura, Ph. D. 
(multicultural education) Created and funded by the Regional Professional Development Program and the 
UNR Extended Studies Program.  

A yearlong series of three courses focused on cultural relevant pedagogy. 

Literacy across Languages and Cultures 

2006 

Co-instructor (with Cynthia Brock, Ph.D.) for a course designed for the University Studies Abroad 
Consortium  

Visiting Professor Santiago, Chile  

Teaching Experience in the Public Schools: 

1988-2002 

Elementary Teacher (1st grade, 1/2nd multi-age, 5/6th multi-age, Reading Recovery) 

SERVICE 
Service to the National Professional Community 

International Literacy Association/International Reading Association 
Jerry Johns Outstanding Teacher Educator in Reading Committee 

Elva Knight Research Grant/ 

2019 

ILA Smith Teacher as Researcher Grant Committee 2017 
ILA Teacher as Researcher Grant Committee 2013-2016



Member of Ethnicity, Race & Multilingualism Committee  2006- 
Review Boards 

The Reading Teacher 2011-2015, 2017- 
Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy 2007- 
National Reading Conference Yearbook 2002 

Reviewer 
Curriculum Inquiry 2014- 
Action in Teacher Education 2013-

  



Guest Speaker 

Nevada Striving Readers Summer Institute 

Guest Speaker  

June 2013 

University Service 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Chair University Campus Affairs Committee 2014-2015 
Campus Affairs Committee 2012-2015 
International Activities Committee 2011-2012 
Chair University Graduate Council 2010-2011 
Vice Chair University Graduate Council 2009-2010 
UNR Graduate Council 2008-2011 
Regents’ Graduate Academic Advisor Award Committee 2010-2011 
Social Behavioral Institutional Review Board for the Office of Human 
Research Protection (IRB) 

2004-2007 

College Service 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Chair Integrated Elementary Teacher Education 2016- 
Member EPC3 College Teacher Preparation & CusaE2 384.390.7 (e)2.3C 0 10.98 154.92 393.3 Tm
[(EP)-5.8 (C)1. 483.78 Tm
[(fo)-2.8 (r )-5.4 (t)-0.6D 25 ir



Graduate Program Committee 2003-2007 
Program Service  

Director of the Center for Literacy & Learning 

(Clinic and outreach tutoring programs) 
2012- 

Co-constructor of the online literacy master’s program 2009 
Graduate Program Director for the online literacy master’s program 2009-2012 
Undergraduate Integrated Dual Program (elementary/special education) 

ITEP COP Leader (Federal Grant program evaluation) 
2009-2011 

Service to the Local Community 

State of Nevada 

Race to the Top Great Teachers and Leaders Work Team 2010 

Community 

Pro bono Reading Tutoring for Families of Struggling Readers 

(2-3 individualized weekly sessions/semester) 

2014- 

Washoe County School District 

Professional Development-Elementary Writing Instruction 2015-2016 

Reading Tutor Elementary Students 2009-2014 

Guided Reading Professional Development 2012 

Advisor/Consultant Teacher Inquiry Group 2009-2011 

Nevada Reading First Advisory Team 2003-2005 

Superintendent’s Panel on Literacy 2003-2004 

Board member, Mariposa Academy of Language and Learning 

Dual Language Charter School 

Curriculum and personnel committee member 

2003-2004 
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